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‘opinion on a question of Jaw above that’ |. 
‘of the Corporation Counsel, who’ is: the.of- | 
ficial, exponent of the law affecting the |) 


conduct of: ‘public ‘business, » The: aa 
tedions ’ controversy dyer. the ' payment. |: 


of the salary of: Alderman’ HALL ‘simply 
‘turns, fipon ‘the point 9s\ to. whether Mr, 
KELLY shall be permitied to compel the 
‘Mayor to perform, anect: which the Mayor 
believes to be illegal, snd which the Oor-! 
poration Counsel. advises ‘hint would be so. 

There isnothing whatever to prevent the Con- 
troller from making out separate warrant 
for the pay of each Alderman, leaving with» 
the Mayor the responsibility of refusing to 
gountersign any one which he conceives te 
have. been improperly: issued. Such -was 
the uniform practice of Mr. Keiiy’s prede- 
cessor, and’ such has been his own prac: | 
tise in regard to other’ departments when 
he deemed it necessary. Hjs: pay-roll.. sys- 
tem: is slovenly. in its method, and has a 
dangerous tendency, to break down the 
safeguards which ought to” surround ‘the 

disbursement of public money, The 

pig-headed obstinacy with: which he 

adheres to it for the purpose of serving a 

political favorite who was not legally 

elected, is as contumacious as it is arrogant. 


‘It is ‘time that Mr. Kenty was convinced 


that ‘the is merely a public servant, nots 
Municipal autocrat. 


BESTRAINED BY THE 
PEOPLE. 


Even the Maine conspiracy has: served. 
one useful purpose. It has directed the at-. 
tention of thoughtful’men to'the latent dan- 
gers of the’partisanship which deems justifi-. 
able any means ‘which sécure the attajn- 
ment of designated ends. It: has demon- 
strated the utter contempt of ‘the leaders 
and.managers of the. Democratic Party in 
Maine for the known ‘opinions of . the péo- 
ple; and it has established the readiness of 
a certain section of the Republican Party 
to, make a flagrant outrage upon. the de- 
clared electoral will the pretext.for an 


PARTISANS 


‘equally flagrant attack upon established 


authority; One crime has been adduced as 
a reason for the perpetration of another, 
The sole redeeming fact is that the. Demo- 
cratic authors of the official. outrage at the 
last moment quail before the storm their 
proceedings have r@ised; and that the Re- 
publican fomenters of lawless mischief have 
been overborne by the conservative instincts 
of the community, 

No subject has recently arisen better cal- 
culated to test the moral strehgth of par- 
ties or to expose the vices inherent in their 
present management.’ ‘The Northern peo- 
ple, irrespective of: party, have ‘watched 


the progress of events in. a New-England 


State with incredulous wonder and dismay. 
They had difficulty in believing that. the Ex- 
ecutive of & Commonwealth in which re- 
spect for liberty and law has been conspic- 
nous, was busied with an attempt to re- 
verse the acknowledged results .of an elec- 
tion. . They were equally at a logs to under- 
stand how the loos! opponents of the Gov- 
ernor and his plans ‘eould be induced by 
demagogues, reverend and otherwise, to en- 
tertain ‘projects that would: have — en- 
tailed mpon.. the... State bloody 
strife and. lawlessness. Outside, : of 
the ‘State, the double wrong of the. situa- 
tion was too palpable to be misunderstood. 
Decent Democrats of other Northern States 
saw plainly that GaRceLoN and his. fellow- 
conspirators were engaged ing work that 
would ‘consign their party to infamy and 
defeat. They 88 saw that a party respon- 
sible ‘for the’ nullification, by technical 
trickery and daring usurpation, of the will 
of Maine, could not hold up its “head in 
other parts of! the ‘North; and they. de- 
nounced the proceedings roundly. 

On the other hand, sensible Republicans 
recognized ‘the folly of the ‘tacties: which | 
their party in Maine was urged to adopt. 
To them it syas evident. that ‘an occasion 
which: called for’ the assertion of lawful 
right was in danger of ‘being perverted into 
an excuse for. violence ; that. at. a critien) 
moment their party. was likely. tobe 
put “on: the* defensive by the action. 
-of hot-headed members, -with the certainty: 
“that. such: an’-ocenrrence . woulll’ deprive: 
the party hg eg of ‘the “most ane 


‘THE seen ! 


‘WELL an intention tO’ 4 SOHN: 
Py Sarre forthe headship of the Insurance 
Department, | Andet.'a ‘peliet that the | 
‘pointment will not: obtain the requisite con- 
‘fitmation. In’ this way, it. is alleged, the. 
Governor proposes to satisfy whatever per- 
sonal or partisan obligations he is under to 
‘Mr. Surru, and at the’ same time to avert 
the difficulties which :the renewal ‘of: his . 
‘incumbency would entail on all concerned. 
“Ifthe Governor, in the selection’ of ADs, 
pointees, exacts in a moderate’ degree'the. }. 
qualifications required for the effective per- 
formance of the dutiesinvolved, it is cer-\ 
tain that he will -yot only, net.reappoint: 
Mr; Smyrn, but that he will enforce a 
higher standard of fitness than has usually 
prevailed in this State, when the; supervi- 
sion of the wide field’ of insurance is'to be 
cared for.; The Insurance Department dif- 
fers from nearly all‘others in the character 
of the interests intrusted to-it,;and the 
qualifications needed for. the services to be 
performed.” Neither party thinks of. aomi- 
nating for the office. of State Engineer a 
man wholly destitute of enginesring train- 
ing and-experience. Recent experiance 
has shown that more than’ professional ac- 
quirements are. looked for--that a candi- 
date, to be euccessful, must’ conmand re- 
spect for. his character, as well)as confi- 
dence in the moderate degree of skill which 
is, by. common consent, ‘desmed essential. 
But ‘the chief of a department: which, 
theoretically at . least,’ supervises the 
complicated business of life insurance:has 
néed, ina yet greater degree, of familiarity 
with the theory and’ practice of life insn- 
rance. He shotld be able to determine for 
himself the tests to be applied, to superin- 
tend their application, and genérally to un- 


derstand the condition of companies, the 


teristics. of their management, the 
peculiarities of treatment made . necessary 
by-varying.results of experience. Besides 
being master of the subject in all» its 
branches, his antecedents should” supply 
guarantees against the abuse of opportuni- 
ties which occur to such an officer ‘with more 
or less frequency. He:should inspire confi- 
dence in the rectitude of his purposes and , 
the wisdom of his action, whether as’ re- 
gards the relations of companies ‘to: their 
policy-holders and'the public,-or the use of 
the . discretionary © authority . intrusted 
to him ‘by, the, law. . Neither . parti- 
san energy nor personal influence is a ree- 
ommendation which in this case should be 
considered: The duties to be performed 
are in no manner partisan ; on the con- 
trary, the partisan habit: is incompatible 
with their effective ‘performance. They 
arealso far removed from mere busifiess 
routine, . The man who should be asked to 
nndertake them is honest, has clean hands; 
and, in addition, has special, capacity for 
solving the business: problems which arise 
in the conduct. of insurance. Gov. Cor- 
WELL cannot. better, signalize his advent to 
power than by nominating for the ‘Insu- 
rance Department ‘a non-partisan, whose 
experience and character will command the 
respect’ of the companies. and the oonfi- 
dence of ‘the public, 

Is the Governor neenaie thus to pbe- 
gin a reform ‘that would re-establish feith’ 
in the possible efficacy of State supervision, 
and purge the Insurance Department of the 
discredit that.is now attached to it? If not, 
there are other considerations which* even 
from the partisan point} of view he cannot 
afford to. ovetlook. ‘He may think that we 
magnify the office to be filled ;*he cantiot be 
unconstious of ‘the. us peniirée whith ; have 
mado that office a'reproach, and have done 
much, toward destroying all. trust*in the 
work devolving upon ‘it. At any rate, it is 
tmeanwhile.fair to assume ‘that while ‘eling- 
ingto partisan methods, he is not entirely in- 
different to the lessons of & record ‘whichis: 
searcely less damaging to’ New-York Repub- 
-licans than to the legitimate functions of the 
Insurance Department. 

Objections to the reappointment ot ay 
_SuxTH are ‘not'confined to ‘his’ ineapacity, 
‘estimated according to.the Stendard we. 
dered copes nina ‘His lack ot. ee 


2 Tw 
“An Albany’ famor attributes to Gov, Con: rh 


we ary Aap ih of 1980, 
should agree upon the, sacs as Rad 


Bowibtee difagree in the most < 
“manner, Tt was: not. lon 
AsRaM 8. Peta comp ed ° ; 
i gna sohclg ‘Mr Henry Warrerson 

to go around the country ‘ lying about”. 
‘ata, (Hewirr, } Then the Kentucky journal- 
ist retorted with a series of ’ epithets | whieh 
were simply blood-curdling, and’ which, we 
aré compelled to. admit, #0 effectually shat up 
Mr. Hewrrr that ho has not beon-heard | 
from since. | Gen. Jaugs B. STEEpMAN, of 


‘ago fs oo 


the Toledo Democrat, has been the inhoeent 


cause of setting an old dispute. once’ ‘more 
wide opon and - reviving the animosities 
which Democratic party leaders cherish to- 
ward each other.: He has reopened the old 
discussion ; Did TILDEN ron away from. the 
Presidency, .or was he cheated out of itt 

Tt will be remembered that Mr. ‘Hewrrr 


thas always claimed that Mr. -Trmbzw not 


only know all ‘about the scheme of the 
Electoral Commission while that project. was 
yet inchoate, but. that he highly approved’ 
of it. If the Electoral Commission had Tre-. 
suited in ‘putting Mr. Titpen into the 
White House, we. should never have heard 
any discussion as to its merits or demerits ; 
certainly not from the Tilden party. ' But 
as. TiupEN lost. his last: chance throu 
the Electoral Commission, it is natural 
that he should regard that novel ‘expedient 
as an invention of the enemy. He: has. 
blamed Mr. Hewrrr and others of. his 
party friends for their support. ofthe bill 
creating the Electoral Commiission. » On the 
other hand, "many ‘Democrats. think’ that 
Mr. Tripkn showed a lamentable lack: of 
courage when he allowed that. tribunal to 
settle the case, They. argue that the mere. 
forms of law obgerved by the Electoral 
Commission should not have restrained 
Tripzn from taking his. alleged. rights. 
And because he did not mount a fiery 
charger, put himseif at the head of the New- 


‘York State National Guard, and go to Wash- 


ington as President de facto.and de jure, he 
proved himself to be destitute of back-bone. 
One eminent Democratic statesman has re- 
ferred.to the. Sage of. Gramercy, Park 
as “a jelly-fish,” and snother has con- 
tumeliously dincribed him ‘as’ -‘*@ 
dam .clam.” Gen. James B.. SraenMax, 
haying had. ® personal interview with Mr. 
TitpEN,. thinks that he, has. been foully 
abused and misrepresented. In his journal, 
Gen. STEEDMAN, using the editorial’ pro- 
noun in the first person and plural num- 
bér, deseribes his visit: to the Sage, whois. 
referred to by ‘an unfriendly commentator 
as ‘the old spider of Gramercy Park.”: . "> ° 
With delicious realism, Gen. SteepMan 
begins his tale with: this thrilling remiark : 
‘< We rang his bell, were promptly admit- 
ted and shown into the parlor, and we sent: 
our name to Mr, Tinpen.” The Sage,’ 
otherwise called ‘‘ the old spider,” appeared 
and almost instantly informed Gen. JAMES 
B. SruxpMan that he [TinDEy) was.a much 
abused, ' calumniated,’ and misrepresented 
man. “ T have been accused of cowardice,” 
while my hands were tied by my. friends,” 
whimpered | the ‘Sage. : 
consulted in tegard, to the Electoral 
‘billy’ and knew ‘nothing. -of . its‘ prep- 
aration . until. "Mr, Hewirr . éalled 
and informed. me that the bill ad been 
agréed upon.” 
would call ‘‘a whopper,” unless Mr. Hw: 


wr is ready'to take back: allof his* pre-" 


vious. statements, Continued the, Sage: 
“Tf the. House: of Representatives: had 


elected: me, I would . have ‘taken the’ oath. 


and. ‘gone to Washington to take the’ office, 


believing that my friends would: have put |. 


me. into the White House.” This has a-eer- 
; 46 with well-known facts. 
“That veracions historian, Jon F. Minzs, 
has gency how fe was told. (by: 
a. By. ab that it 


T Sowaec not} 
‘not one of the wieked boys refused to be 


This is what Mr. Hewitt’ 


te teri os AMioeg season ivan wie 
nesses tes lel of we familiar egg 


* Great things were ‘endeipated, unteason- 


' | an of course, by the congregation of the 


ton Congregational Church, in regard 


, eats dam? the Scriptural play 
Of: $Elisha,” last! Monday night, The play 


‘was written by the Sunday-school Saperin- . 
tendent’s wife, who was a clever woman of 
no little. literary skill, and the Pastor and 
menibers of the Prudential Committee, who 
heard it read, were greatly impressed with 
its merits, Of tle. construction, of ‘the 
play, it. is unfortnnately impossible to 
speak, for: teasons which will presently ap- 
pear. There is. no doubt, however, that it 
opened well, and we may concede its au- 
thor’s claim that it: ¢ontained abundant’ in- 
cident, and was doth thoroughly Seriptural 
in tone and sensational in its climaxes: 
The lecture-room, with a | temporary stage 
and a red drop-cartain, mado: a neat. little; 
theatre, which was crowded half. an. hour 
before the performance begah. The .cur- 
tain rose upon a scene representing & ‘sha- 


dy valley, with a high hill) in the back- 


ground; up wae % practicable and very 
steep road tan, On each side of the stage 
was a.dense forest of ten or. twelve: trees 


‘and a eonntry-tavern,-with the sign .“‘ Rail 


way Hotel,” stood on the left side, In 
front of the tavern forty-two children—who 
constitute nearly the whole strength of. the 
Sunday-schdol—were engaged in. various 
games. Some of them werd pitching 





-quoits, others were. pitching. pennies, 


and. others. were playing marbles. 
All . were: .quarreling fiercely,» and 
from their appearance, were children of 
the very worst moral character and most 


euriously ragged- clothes. To, them - pres- 


ently entered from the right lower entrance 
the prophet Elisha, carrying his hat in his 
hand, im order. to’ display. his total lack of 
hair... He was.a large prophet, with a long, 
white. beard and a walking-stick of great 
size; butthere is no doubt, that he would 
have looked, better had he been provided 
with'a little hair. As he passed the Rail- 
way Hotel he stopped. to ask the way to 


the nearést Post Office, but it is. painful to 


relate that the’ boys refused to give him a 
civil, answer. ‘In’ fact, they ‘ chaffed 
the prophet . and » made allusions to 
his lack of’ hair, .. which .- were” both 
personal and rade: The good’ man 
betrayed no anger, but he told: them 
that they disgraced their parents by their 
conduct, to which they with one accord tr- 


 unmphantly answered that they,“ hadn’t got 


none,” and . that. they. were , “ otphants,” 
Greatly disgusted by this reparteo; the 
prophet shook his stick sadly but kindly at 
them, and proceeded’ on his way. The 
wicked children contittned to yell ‘after 
him, advising him -to: buy a wig, or to try 
somebody's hair restorer, and in other ways 
expressing their wicked want of .pespect. 
Endurance: having seased to. be » virtue, 
Elisha paused and whistled loudly. Where- 
upon: two. frightful bears issued from the 
forest, and, falling upon the * children, be-: 
gan to tear them in pieces. 

All would perhaps have gone’ well, had 


torn. ‘The others: had promptly fallen flat 
on the ground the moment the bears ar 
rived, instead of climbing trees or seeking 
refuge in ‘the Railwiy Hotel; but this 
particular boy, who, 28 ‘it. gabsequentiy ap-, 
peared, had been borrowed at the last mo- 
tment from’ the; Methodist Suniay-school, 

and'who had not attended’ the rehearsal, 
showed ‘fight. He caught up a stick which 
happened to be af hand, and: hit the: first. 
bear a. resounding’ whack over the, head, 
drawing tromthat sstonished animal: the 
extlamation; ‘By gosh” Leaving 'the 
forty-one prostrate. children, the incensed. 
‘peat rose on ‘his hind legs and hit'the bors 


rowed ae harvest hic teieg oto aoa! 
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